IASSID SPECIAL INTEREST RESEARCH GROUP

PERSONS WITH PROFOUND INTELLECTUAL AND MULTIPLE DISABILITIES

Meeting of the SIRG PIMD at the IASSID 13th World Congress
MINUTES 
of the meeting held on Thursday 28th August 2008, in Cape Town, South-Africa.

Present: 

	Bea Maes (Secretary)
	

	Mary Arnold
	Rachel Hughes

	Michael Arthur-Kelly
	Angela Mallett

	Jeannie Bormans
	Katja Petry

	Yvette Dijkxhoorn
	Kathleen Tait

	Gare Fabila
	Amshuda Sayed

	Barbara Fornefeld
	Marja Sirkkola

	Sheridan Forster
	Sui Sone

	Juliet Goldbart
	Annette van der Putten

	Ine Hostyn
	Jacquelyn Walker


Apologies for absence were received from:
Kristi De Zonia, Darren Chadwick, Nicola Grove, Loretto Lambe and Carla Vlaskamp.
1. Pre-conference in Cape Town
On Sunday (August 24) and Monday morning (August 25), a workshop for delegates from African countries was organised in collaboration with the IASSID Academy.
Nine persons from developing countries and some other persons participated. For future initiatives, we must think how to contact and reach more people from developing countries. Maybe we can reach them better by local organisations? 
Five different speakers presented some interesting topics (health, communication, …). The meeting formed an excellent opportunity to exchange experiences. For the future, maybe a more active form of working must be preferred. It was also proposed to organise similar activities during the conference itself. 
That this workshop was linked to the World Conference was very useful. It must be explored if a similar initiative can be organised at the IASSID 2nd Asia Pacific Regional Congress.
2. Website
www.sirgpmd.be
Bea will put all persons that are present at the meeting on the mailing list and give them a password to enter the membership section.
It is very important to link our SIRG PIMD website to the general IASSID website.

The following ideas for the website were suggested:
· Link with the general IASSID website.
· Link with other interesting websites.
· Current research projects or presentations that can be hand in by a kind of registration form (maybe this can also be spread by the newsletter?).
· Translations of articles and presentations (e.g. of the pre-conference) for persons from developing countries. Gare can do that in Spanish. 
· A list of interesting references on persons with PIMD, separated in several topics.
· Announcements of conferences and workshops.
· Presentations of this conference.

3. Newsletter
Juliet and Kristi want to coordinate the development and the distribution of the electronic newsletter. They will send an e-mail to ask for contributions. 
Everyone’s effort is needed to come to a nice result!  

4. Round table in Cologne
Barbara will organise the next round table for the SIRG PIMD in Cologne in September 2009. In addition, a meeting for parents from different countries and a meeting for young researchers will be organised. For that, four days will be planned. 
A webcast for persons who can not attend is probably not possible, but maybe the meeting can be recorded on DVD to send on afterwards. 
Possible topics for the round table (half a day per topic):

· Communication
· Health issues

· Management of stress in families (would be interesting to combine with a parent session about managing everyday life and crisis management).

· Community Based Rehabilitation
· How to put research into practice? Training for staff.
· Economic wellbeing: e.g. financial situation, funding of care, poverty, situation in different countries, link with parental stress, etc.
· Education: e.g. didactics, adapting curricula, inclusive and special education, situation in different countries, etc.
· Research methodology

· Research funding, collaboration between countries, and funds for student exchanges for practical or research internships.

A selection of topics will be made. The different themes need to be prepared then, possibly separately by every country!
5. Financial report
Bea presented a financial statement (see appendix). 

Our SIRG gets a part of the membership fee from IASSID. This is mainly used to organise the round tables.
Another proposition is to make a book with for example a definition of PIMD or a variety of contributions of the SIRG members. 
Efforts to organise a European or International master programme are done but without results up to now.

6. IASSID 13th World Congress in Cape Town 

A lot of interesting and qualitative papers were presented! 
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Name of SIRG: Profound Multiple Disabilities (PMD)

Name of person completing report: Bea Maes

Contact information of person completing report:


University of Leuven, Vesaliusstraat 2, 3000 Leuven, Belgium


Tel. 00-32-16326224  Fax 00-32-16325933


Bea.Maes@ped.kuleuven.be 

Saldo on SIRG-PIMD account on june 30, 2007: 720.05 €

Saldo on IASSID-account on june 39, 2007: 1414.9 USD (membership fees)

	Incomings
	

	Registration participants round table november 2007
	1400 €

	Total
	1400 €


	Outgoings
	

	Expenditures PAMIS round table november 2007
	2496 € 

	Total
	2496 €


Saldo on SIRG-PIMD account on june 30, 2008: 

Saldo on IASSID-account on june 30, 2008: -58 USD 

